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unmans past not disclosed 


Air Force failed to report shooter's conviction to FBI, which could have prevented his gun purchases 


By TERRI LANGFORD and 
J. DAVID McSWANE 
Staff Writers 


The Air Force is investigat- 
ing why it didn’t send Devin 
Kelley’s court-martial and con- 
viction for domestic violence 
to the FBI database used to 
approve gun buyers. 

If the database had includ- 
ed information about Kelley’s 


criminal record, the man re- 
sponsible for gunning down 
26 people in a Texas church 
would have not been allowed 
to purchase a gun from a store. 

“Federal law prohibited 
him from buying or possessing 
firearms after this conviction,” 
Ann Stefanek, an Air Force 
spokeswoman, said in a state- 
ment. The Air Force has asked 
the Defense Department’s 


inspector 
general to in- 
vestigate the 


lapse. 
Kel - 
ley pleaded 
DEVIN ty beating his 
KELLEY 8 


first wife and 
assaulting his stepson “with a 
force likely to produce death 
or grievous bodily harm,” ac- 


cording to records released by 
the Air Force. He received a 
bad-conduct discharge in 2014 
after he served a year in a mili- 
tary brig near San Diego. 
Officials at the base where 
he was stationed and was con- 
victed, Holloman Air Force 
Base in New Mexico, should 
have sent his record to the 
FBI’s criminal history data- 
base, Stefanek said. It feeds 


the national database gun sell- 
ers use to vet customers. 

After his discharge, Kel- 
ley bought four guns, three of 
which were recovered from 
the crime scene in Sutherland 
Springs, where he opened fire 
on the First Baptist Church. 
He appears to have passed all 
the checks required of gun 


see ASSAILANT Page 8A 


FEELINGS of fear and 
desensitization becoming 
all too familiar. 5A 


TEXAS GUN LAW deals 


mostly with how, where 
people can carry. 6A 


ONE MINUTE the Hol- 
combes were a family 
praying in a tiny church. 
The next, eight of them 
were gone. 7A 


Louis DeLuca/Staff Photographer 


Irene and Kenneth Hernandez, and their daughter Miranda Hernandez, said a prayer Monday in front of some of the 26 crosses placed in a field in Sutherland Springs. They 
honored those who were killed in Sunday’s mass shooting in which a gunman opened fire at a Baptist church in the small town 35 miles southeast of San Antonio. 


Troubled past trailed. 
attacker before rampage 


A morning of horror, 
moment-by-moment 


By LAUREN MCGAUGHY 
and J. DAVID MCSWANE 


Austin Bureau 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS — As Sunday 
worship services began, a man in black tacti- 
cal gear parked his Ford Expedition at a gas 
station, grabbed his assault style rifle, marched 
across the street and killed 4 percent of this 
town’s population and 100 percent of its quaint 


anonymity. 


Devin Patrick Kelley's first two victims were 
slain in the parking lot of First Baptist Church, 


Johnnie Langendorff (left) was one of 


See TWO Page 9A 


two men who pursued the gunman by 
truck after the church shooting. 


Assailant’s history 
included hostility, 
domestic violence 


By CLAIRE Z. CARDONA 
and TOM STEELE 
Staff Writers 


Before he walked into a 
church on Sunday and fired 
more than 4.50 rounds in what 
would become Texas’ deadliest 


mass shooting, Devin Patrick 
Kelley had a history of domes- 
tic violence and hostility. 

It wasn’t race or religion 
that motivated the 26-year- 
old to take aim at worshippers 
at Sutherland Springs’ First 
Baptist Church, authorities 
said. Rather, the massacre that 
claimed 26 lives and wounded 
20 others may have stemmed 
from a conflict between Kelley 


and his wife's family. 

Law enforcement officials 
described the couple's relation- 
ship as “estranged.” 

The gunman had sent 
threatening texts to his moth- 
er-in-law, who attended First 
Baptist, officials said. 

“There are many ways that 
he could’ve taken care of the 


see VIOLENCE Page 8A 


Today is Election Day 


ASIA 


THE FATE of the 
troubled Dallas County 
Schools — an agency 
that educates no 
students but provides 
bus service for Dallas 
ISD and several other 
districts — rests with 
county voters Tuesday. 
1B 


POLLING places, 4-6B 


RECOMMENDATIONS on 
18 propositions from our 
editorial board. 10A 


China's leader prepares to woo Trump 


Xi hopes to position his country 
as a new global superpower 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 
BEIJING — Chinese leaders have 
long sought to present themselves as 


equals to American presidents. Xi Jin- 
ping has wanted something more: a spe- 


cial relationship that sets China apart, 
as the other great power in an emerging 
bipolar world. 

The Obama administration declined 
to play along, worried that it implied an 
American retreat from Asia. But Xi, the 
most powerful Chinese leader in decades, 
may find a more willing partner in Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, who is traveling to 


Beijing this week after stops in Japan 
and South Korea. 

Trump has often cast China as an 
unfair trade rival, and, after arriving in 
Japan on Sunday, he vowed to build a 
“free and open Indo-Pacific,” a phrase 
designed to emphasize America’s 


See XI Page 12A 
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- Project will add 3,000 homes 


j A $1.5 billion residential community planned 

. between Fort Worth and Denton will bring more 
than 3,000 new homes. Hillwood Communities, 

= a Perot company, is building the 1,157-acre Pecan 


METRO & STATE 
McKinney plan may break law 


The city of McKinney’s plan to forcibly annex 
thousands of acres just outside the city limits 
may violate state law, Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton informed city officials Monday. 1B 


Square project in the Denton County town of 


Northlake. 1D 


Bookstore adds bar, restaurant 


Barnes & Noble is opening its first newer and 
smaller format store in Texas on Tuesday with a 
full-service bar and restaurant as the dominant 


feature. 1D 


NATION 


SPORTSDAY 


INSIDE Cloudy and cool 


Supreme Court allows execution 


The Supreme Court on Monday allowed the ex- 
ecution of an Alabama inmate who, after several 
strokes, cannot remember the 1985 murder that 


sent him to death row. 3A 


Elliott drama resumes Thursday 


The next step in the seemingly nonstop Ezekiel 
Elliott legal drama is on Thursday afternoon in 
front of a three-judge panel in New York. 4C 


WORLD 


Police officers charged in slayings 

Two police officers have been charged with fatally 
shooting a U.S. citizen and a U.S. legal resident at 

a highway checkpoint near Saltillo in the northern 
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Mexican border state of Coahuila, prosecutors TV 


said Monday. 4A 
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